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Homelessness is analyzed using an OLS regression for 
the year 2015. We analyze a cross-sectional data set, 
observing various counties in 32 of the 50 U.S. States.
OLS Equation:
What is the relationship between 
single-parent family households and 
homelessness in later years, if one 
exists?
Hypothesis 1: Both systematic and 
individual characteristics of a county 
will relate to homelessness in a 
statistically significant fashion
Hypothesis 2: High levels of single-
parent households will be positively 
correlated with high levels of 
homelessness in following years.
Literature Review
Homelessness has been a long standing issue in 
the United States, seeing little to no improvement 
over the past five years. Furthermore, 88,000 
individuals experienced long-term homelessness 
during the calendar year. The homelessness 
problem is magnified here in San Diego, where 
the county marks the fourth highest homeless 
population in the country at around 8,500 
according to the same study
An epidemic that is often overlooked by much of 
the population today is the breakdown of the 
family unit within the United States. According to 
the 2017 US Census Bureau, 25% of children 
under the age of eighteen are living with either a 
single-parent mother or father. Children being 
raised in these environments are exposed to 
various dangers and risks like an exponential rise 
in dropout and crime rates when compared to 
their dual-parent counterparts.
This raises an interesting question of how such a 
theme affects the homeless rate down the line. In 
this paper, we seek to analyze how rates of single 
parent households compare to the rate of 
homelessness in counties across the United 
States. 
Although there is a broad scope of studies 
pertaining to homelessness, it is hard to come 
across current literature focusing on its relation 
to homelessness.
Quigley & Raphael 2001: Take a systematic 
approach to factors that contribute to 
homelessness. They find that rent vacancy rates 
and median rental costs to be consistently 
significant. 
Phillips 2012 : Pulls away from previous 
literature and stresses the significance of 
individual characteristics/experiences that lead 
to homelessness, like drug abuse and mental 
illness.
Johnson et al. 2015: The only study found that 
takes a direct look at parental presence during 
upbringing and its effect on homelessness later 
in life. Finds a slight positive correlation 
between the absence of parenting during 
childhood and probability of homelessness in 
the future, however was found to be 
insignificant at the intervals tested against.
Conclusion: 
Single parent households are negatively correlated with 
homelessness in proceeding years, however this relationship is not 
found to be significant. This finding suggests the model we created 
produces inconclusive results and it cannot be determined that 
single-parent households are correlated with more homelessness 
down the line. There is significant findings for the relationship 
between both poverty rates and average income in a county and 
homelessness that is present, supporting the hypothesis that 
systematic factors play a role in homeless rates.
Given this result, one does not have the empirical support to suggest 
policies that cultivate dual-parent households. Rather, policies should 
focus on providing aid to allow citizens to pull themselves out of 
poverty.
Further Research:
Point-in-time surveys conducted to report homelessness are not 
known for their accuracy. A better method of recording this figure 
needs to be executed. Furthermore, some key variables that I would 
like to add to my models are ones that capture winter temperatures 
and drug abuse within the counties.
